
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 

 Minutes of the General Meeting 

18 September 2019 
Chairman, Joseph Kersten called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance Commission to order at 1911 

Hours in Conference Room 104A, at the McHenry County Administration Building, 667 Ware Road, 

Woodstock, Illinois 60098. 

Secretary, Michael Wisniewski called the roll.  A quorum of officers and a quorum of 12 delegates and 

alternates representing 10 posts or organizations were present. 

Officer’s present:  (*Appointed) 

Chairman Joseph Kersten Sr. Vice Chairman Patrick Conley 

Jr. Vice Chairman Frank Steckelberg   

Judge Advocate Harry Van Beetz Sergeant At Arms Jim Koch 

McHenry County Board Rep. Excused Parliamentarian* Harry Van Beetz 

Chaplain* Eugene Boxlietner IACVAC Delegate* Patrick Conley   

IACVAC Alternate* Lee Totman Secretary* Michael Wisniewski 

    

   Posts Represented: 

American Legion #119 Fox River Grove  Del      

Alt  

#171 Crystal Lake        Del     

Alt  

#192 Marengo               Del                   

Alt    

#253 Richmond            Del             

Alt  

#265 Harvard               Del  

Alt  

#276 Cary                     Del  

Alt  

#412 Woodstock           Del  

Alt  

#491 McHenry              Del  

Alt  

#606 Hebron                 Del  

Alt  

#673 Huntley                Del  

Alt  

#1231 Lake In the Hills Del  

Alt  

Cooties Put Tent #79    Del  

       Alt  
 

AMVETS #245 Cary-Grove             Del  

Alt  

#269 Woodstock            Del  

Alt  

   
 

Veterans Of Foreign Wars #4600 McHenry             Del  

Alt  

#5040 Woodstock          Del  

Alt  

#12014 Crystal Lake   Del  

    Alt  

#11496 Johnsburg           Del  

       Alt  
 

Sad Sacks 0962                Del   

                                           Alt  

Student Veterans   Del  

Association        Alt  

  

Marine Corps League  Del  

   Alt  

Polish Legion                Del  

Alt  

VietNow                         Del  

Alt  
 

 Guests 1. No Guests or Visitors.. 

Officers Remarks: There were no officer’s remarks.  

Routine Reports: 



The August Minutes:  Copies of the August minutes were made available to all delegates and alternates. 

The motion to accept the August minutes as presented and corrected was made by Harry Van Beetz (VFW 

Crystal Lake Post #12014) and seconded by Greg Walkington (VFW Woodstock Post #5040). The motion 

was passed by unanimous vote.  Correction: One of the guests at the August Meeting was Gregory 

Walkington. Not Gregory Wallington.   

VAC August Financial Report: Copies of the August 2019 Year to Date Financial Report and August 

Financial Report were made available to all delegates and alternates.    

The VAC Office addressed 50 requests for financial assistance to 12 unique clients for a total of $4,464.93 

in Veterans Assistance during August.  The office submitted 20 new Claims to the US Department of 

Veterans Affairs during August.  Year to Date the VAC has successfully prosecuted 132 outstanding claims 

for a total benefit to our local veterans of $1,830,628. This equates to $5.71 coming back to our veterans 

for each VAC budget dollar spent. The VAC used 53.50% of the allotted funds in the VAC budget up 

through August. This is less than the 70.00% allotted in the VAC budget up through August. The allotted 

budget is $598,909.00 and the 2018 tax levy was $400,000 00.  The VAC may need to draw up to 

$27,248.97 from the reserve fund as the projected budget usage may exceed the $400,000.00 tax levy by 

that amount. Patrick Conley (AL Huntley Post #673) made the motion to accept the August VAC financial 

reports as read. Lee Totman (Marine Corps League) seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by 

unanimous vote.   

Public Participation:  

There was no public participation. .      

Correspondence:  

No correspondence..  

Committee Reports: 

Executive Board Meeting: No report.  

By-Laws: No Report.   

Corporate Report: The VAC Inc. held their regular monthly meeting prior to the regular VAC General 

Meeting. 

Public Relations Committee: No report. 

Report of IACVAC Delegates:  No report.     

Superintendents Report: 

1) The VAC Office will start a pilot program (Veterans Caregivers Relief Program) in October.  This 

pilot program will benefit 20 families. 

2) The VAC Superintendent invited the Commission delegates to attend the city Chamber of 

Commerce meetings at Woodstock and McHenry. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to Old Business. 

1) Legal Issues Update:  The lawyer representing the VAC submitted a letter to the McHenry County 

Board.  B. The Commission is encouraged to politely talk to their McHenry County Board 

representatives on the VAC Superintendent compensation issue, and how that is affecting the VAC 

in providing proper staff compensation under the Archer Study,  D. Important.—Veterans are 

encouraged to attend the next McHenry County Board Meeting on October 15th, 2019, at 1900 

Hours.  Wear your post hats at the meeting.  

2) The McHenry IT crew are still updating the VAC software to make on-line form access for both 

clients and VAC staffers.  Some forms are now available on line.  



3) The new minivan is on the road!  It needs a gas card. It sports temporary license plates and it is 

being detailed. 

4) The IDVA request to work at the VAC office is being looked at by the VAC Superintendent.  He 

will require a formal agreement with the IDVA.  

5) The McHenry County Government is reviewing the 2020 VAC Budget proposal.  The proposed 

budget is fairly lean and is unable to be pared down further.  Per the 2012 agreement, the VAC had 

reduced the excess reserve from a high of 26 months to a predicted 5.3 months by the end of 2019. 

6) The Veterans Administration has extended caregiver assistance care to veterans prior to 1975.  

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to New Business: 

1) The VAC Superintendent and the VAC VSO II are reporting to a week of VSO Training, beginning 

on next Monday; at East Peoria.  

2) The VAC office is installing an on-line advertising campaign utilizing pop-up ads featuring VAC 

services to qualified military veterans. 

3) The VA is required to review and act on Agent Orange related disability claims filed under the Blue 

Water Navy Act.  Veteran clients are asked to contact the VAC Office for information on this topic 

at 1 (815) 334 4229. 

4) The federal government is facing issues by Japan on the return of contaminated military base sites 

on Okinawa. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor for the good of the association. 

1. The Gary Sinise Foundation is hosting a Big Hat Rodeo. 

2. The posts are encouraged to spread the word that the blue water naval veterans who had served 

offshore adjacent to the country of VietNam during the VietNam War can now pursue VA 

Disability claims related to illnesses under the Agent Orange presumptive illness guidelines. 

The Benediction:  Chaplain, Eugene Boxlietner gave the Benediction. 

The Colors were saluted.  

Chairman, Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 2052 Hours. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael F Wisniewski 
Michael F. Wisniewski 
 (Electronically Signed)



Superintendents Financial Report For August 2019 



Superintendents Financial Report For August 2019 

Year to Date 

 

 


